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ABORTION LEGISLATION REFORM BILL 2023 
Committee 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. The Chair of Committees (Hon Martin Aldridge) in the chair; 
Hon Sue Ellery, (Leader of the House) in charge of the bill. 
Clause 8: Part 12C Divisions 1 to 5 inserted — 
Committee was interrupted after the amendment moved Hon Kate Doust had been partly considered. 
Hon SUE ELLERY: Before we broke for question time, Hon Kate Doust had asked a question about what information 
about counselling services was publicly available. I have two documents here. One is from the Government of 
Western Australia North Metropolitan Health Service Women and Newborn Health Service and is entitled 
Abortion: An information booklet for consumers, and the second one is from the Government of Western Australia 
North Metropolitan Health Service and is entitled Abortion care: Information and legal obligations for medical 
practitioners. I table those documents. 
[See paper 2507.] 
Hon KATE DOUST: Following up, before we broke for question time earlier, I asked a question about further 
counselling and the minister provided a list of locations and organisations that provided counselling. The first part 
of my question is: how are those organisations selected?  
Hon SUE ELLERY: I am not sure that I can give the member a detailed answer. They receive government 
funding so there is some sort of procurement process, but we do not have that information available at the table. 
Hon Kate Doust: You just answered my second question, thank you. 
Hon SUE ELLERY: Good. I live to serve. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: I am just waiting for the tabled papers to be circulated to interested members, including 
me. Are the documents that the Leader of the House tabled provided to practitioners or women seeking an abortion? 
Hon SUE ELLERY: There were two different sets: the first is for consumers and the second for practitioners. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: Regarding the document for consumers, the Leader of the House referred to the 
North Metropolitan Health Service — 
Hon Sue Ellery: Both did. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: Both did. Was the North Metropolitan Health Service referenced because it was the author 
of the document, or is it applicable only for that geographical area? 
Hon Sue Ellery: By way of interjection, it is because that is where King Edward Memorial Hospital for Women 
sits; King Eddy’s produced the material. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: I guess that explains that it is the author of the document, but is it correct that the use of 
the document is not restricted to that service? 
Hon Sue Ellery: Correct. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: Is it common or expected practice that when discussing the performance of an abortion with 
a woman in Western Australia, irrespective of gestational age, all practitioners would provide that information? 
Hon SUE ELLERY: They can use what is available from King Edward, which is what I tabled, but they are not 
required to. It might be that some institutions—Broome, for example—produce their own, and perhaps some in 
language. I do not know whether that is the case. It is available for use, but they might develop their own bespoke 
materials as well. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: I appreciate that they are not required to. I guess that goes to the amendment moved by the 
honourable member, which would require some form of information to be provided. Whether it would be exactly 
the same as the document that exists now is not specified. That ultimately would be a matter for the practitioner 
or government, if the Chief Health Officer wanted to specify what that information was. Although it is not required 
at the moment, I am interested to know what the typical practice is. I understand that it would be typical practice 
within King Edward Memorial Hospital for Women, given that it is the author of the document, but is it common 
in other places, including in private practices? The minister will recall that a lot of abortions in Western Australia 
happen in private practice. 
Hon SUE ELLERY: I am advised that Marie Stopes International, for example, developed its own material. That 
is publicly available on its website. Because GPs refer for a whole variety of reasons, they will have a suite of 
information available to them, either online or in hardcopy, that they will use for different referrals. That might be 
the information provided through King Edward Memorial Hospital—the documents I tabled—but it might be other 
material as well, honourable member. 
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Hon KATE DOUST: In terms of the information provided by the hospital, do we know for sure whether the 
consumer document that we have been given a copy of is provided in a variety of languages and available either 
online or through the hospital? 
Hon SUE ELLERY: I cannot answer the member precisely because we do not have the information available at 
the table. I am advised that because King Edward Memorial Hospital for Women provides a range of services to 
a range of different groups in the community, it has access to interpreting services. It may even have onsite services. 
That material may be presented and available in other languages, but I cannot confirm for the member whether or 
not that is the case. 
Hon KATE DOUST: It would have been useful to get some information about what is currently available. Although 
it seems that King Edward provides some information for the later stages of pregnancy, and we are told anecdotally 
that the private providers do as well, it would be interesting to see what it has available. 
The proposal before us is based on the South Australian amendments that were agreed to when that Parliament dealt 
with its legislation. The government is moving away from the mandated counselling arrangements that are currently 
in place when a woman sees a doctor in the first instance to talk about whether they are pregnant and, if so, what 
they want to do about that pregnancy. This amendment will ensure that consistent information is freely available 
in this state no matter where a woman lives or which provider she goes to, be it public or private. The amendment 
certainly picks that up when it refers to the pre and post 23-week stages. I imagine that a woman would need 
different information for each of those scenarios because of the nature of the abortion that is sought. This document 
is quite a substantial piece of work—sorry, this is the medical practitioners document. The consumers document 
is a less substantial piece of work compared with the document for medical practitioners. The South Australian 
version, which I think Hon Martin Pritchard tabled a copy of earlier this week and had circulated to members, is 
a much more straightforward, uniform document that provides a very broad range of information. It is an information 
statement, really, to enable people to seek further information through a variety of links and other avenues. 
Progress reported and leave granted to sit again, pursuant to standing orders. 
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